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A survivor  of  domestic  violence  speaks 


he  bullet  that  Sandra  Atkin’s 
' / husband  shot  into  her  skull  at 

point-blank  range  on  New 
Year’s  Day  1987  robbed  her  of  part 
of  her  memory,  half  of  her  eyesight 
and  almost  took  her  life.  She  also 
suffered  37  different  wounds  as  her 
enraged  attacker  grabbed  a butcher 
knife  to  try  and  finish  her  off.  Sandy 
moved  to  Alberta  in  1992  when  her 
ex-husband  was  released  from  prison. 

Speaking  at  the  October  1997 
Criminal  Justice  Domestic  Violence 
Course  at  the  Alberta  Staff  College, 
Sandra  Atkin  told  her  personal  story 
as  a survivor  of  domestic  violence. 
Her  remarks  focused  on  her  journey 
through  the  criminal  justice  system 
as  a victim.  She  stated  that  many 
victims  feel  an  overwhelming  sense 
of  helplessness  and  loss  of  control 
during  the  crime  and  in  the  after- 
math.  “It  is  frustrating  to  be  power- 
less during  the  crime,  but  to  feel 
powerless  again  during  the  criminal 
justice  process  is  devastating,”  she 
said.  Atkin  called  for  nine  core 
components  to  be  adopted  which 
would  form  a service  for  victims 
that  would  significantly  reduce 
secondary  victimization  by  the 
criminal  justice  system: 

• orientation  to  the  criminal  justice 
process 

• assistance  to  victims  and  witnesses 
who  must  testify 

• crisis  intervention 

• information  about  individual  case 
status  and  outcome 

• assistance  with  compensation  and 
restitution 

• facilitating  victim  participation  in 
the  criminal  justice  system 

• facilitating  property  return 


Sandy  Atkin,  featured  speaker,  shares  her 
personal  experience  during  the  October  1997 
Criminal  Justice  Domestic  Violence  Course. 


• information  about  referral  to  com- 
munity services 

• education  and  training  for  the 
public,  justice  system  personnel  and 
other  local  service  providers  about 
the  needs  and  rights  of  victims  in 
the  criminal  justice  system 

“My  scars  and  eyepatch  are  the 
visible  signs  of  this  crime,”  Sandy 
said,  “but  there  is  an  invisible  side  as 
well.  And  that  is  the  violent  intrusion 
into  my  inner  self.  Long  after  my 
wounds  healed,  the  emotional  pain 
has  been  extremely  difficult  to  over- 
come.” Sandy  Atkin  has  proven  that 
she  is  defying  the  odds  and  refuses  to 


be  defined  by  the  word  “victim.” 
She  has  gone  on  to  get  an 
honours  degree  in  criminology 
from  the  University  of  Windsor 
and  is  also  a Certified  Life  Skills 
Coach,  having  graduated  from 
Columbia  College. 

Editor’s  note:  Almost  all  of 
Atkin’s  core  components  are  met 
under  the  Victims  of  Crime  Act 
(VOCA).  A total  of  85  Victims’ 
Service  Units  (VSUs),  mostly  made 
up  of  volunteers,  represent  46 
victims’  programs  covering  90% 
of  Alberta.  Under  VOCA,  financial 
benefits  are  available  to  anyone 
who  suffers  physical  and  emo- 
tional injury  as  the  result  of  crime. 

Victim  Impact  Statements  are 
provided  to  victims  by  police  or 
Crown  prosecutors  and  are  for- 
warded to  courts  for  inclusion  in 
court  records.  Information  and 
assistance  for  requesting  restitu- 
tion are  available  and  case  status 
and  outcome  are  provided  sub- 
ject to  available  resources. 

Education  and  training  for 
members  of  VSUs,  including  crisis 
intervention  training,  are  pro- 
vided on  a regular  basis. 

Further  information  on  Victims’ 
Programs  is  available  by  calling 
(403)  427-3460.  Information 
concerning  the  Financial  Benefits 
Program  is  available  by  calling 
(403)  427-7217.  The  fax  number 
for  both  programs  is  (403)  422- 
4213.  Those  who  reside  outside 
of  Edmonton  can  call  toll-free  by 
dialling  310-0000  and  asking  for 
the  appropriate  number. 


November,  New  SIN  numbers 
Family  Violence  for  battered 
Prevention  Month  spouses? 


amily  Violence  Prevention 
' Month  gave  us  the  opportu- 
nity  to  raise  and  explore  the 
issues  surrounding  domestic  and 
family  violence  in  our  communities 
with  those  who  believe  they  never 
or  hardly  ever  see  the  problem. 
Those  who  abuse  their  spouse,  their 
parents  or  their  children  also  can 
benefit  from  exploring  battering  and 
abusive  behaviour. 

On  the  Record  (OTR)  would  like  to 
know  what  project  worked  for  you 
during  this  important  month.  Did 
you  have  problems?  What  were 
they?  What  kind  of  support  did  you 
receive  in  the  community,  if  any? 

Write  us  a story  and  send  us  your 
photographs  (we’ll  return  them).  We 
would  be  happy  to  share  your  suc- 
cesses and  help  search  for  solutions 
to  your  challenges.  In  this  issue  of 
OTR \ the  article  titled  Step  by  Step 
will  help  you  evaluate  what  you  have 
done  this  year  and  guide  you  in  im- 
proving your  activities  in  the  future. 

The  efforts  in  November  will  have  a 
positive  impact  on  family  violence. 
Keep  up  the  good  work.# 


OOOPs 


7 n the  Spring  1997  issue  of  On 
( /the  Record,  in  the  PROP  article, 
sjy  page  7,  the  editorial  gremlins 
flipped  a ‘W’  and  it  became  an  ‘M.’ 


As  a result,  the  article  stated  that  a 
program  similar  to  Edmonton’s 
PROP  was  established  in  Calgary 
by  the  YMCA  and  others.  In  fact, 
the  program  is  a joint  initiative  of 
the  YWCA  Family  Violence  Preven- 
tion Program,  Calgary  Legal 
Guidance  and  the  Calgary  Police 
Service  Victims’  Assistance  Unit. 


We  apologize  for  the  error  and  the 
gremlins  have  been  given  a time- 
out as  punishment!  # 


^ ew  identities  for  victims  in 
' \f  life  threatening  relationships 
L J \s  have  been  the  subject  of  a 
study  conducted  by  Human  Re- 
sources Development  Canada. 
Recently  completed,  the  report  was 
the  result  of  several  months  work 
and  included  recommendations 
and  input  from  various  sectors  of 
government  (provincial,  territorial 
and  federal),  advocacy  organiza- 
tions and  individuals  concerned 
with  protecting  the  new  identities  of 
battered  spouses  trying  to  establish 
a new  life  without  the  batterer  being 
able  to  track  them. 


The  long  anticipated  report,  deliv- 
ered late  in  October  1997,  contains 
recommendations  which  may 
change  and  improve  the  current  ad 
hoc  process  for  issuing  new  Social 
Insurance  Numbers. 


Further  information  about  the  status 
of  the  report  is  available  from  team 
members  Mary  Chennette,  Colette 
Legault-Bond  and  Teresa  Reeve  by 
contacting  them  at  their  new  address: 
N.I.V.A.,  Human  Resources 
Development  Canada,  4th  floor, 
Tower  A,  333  River  Road,  Vanier, 
Ontario  K1A  0L1; 

Telephone:  (613)  957-9109, 

Fax:  (613)  952-7105# 


Calgary  police 
member 
complimented 


s — enill  Cooper,  Executive 
///Director,  Calgary  Legal 
^/JL  C Guidance,  reported  in 
September  that  a very  distraught 
and  fearful  deaf-mute  woman  came 
into  her  office  seeking  assistance. 
Through  written  messages,  she 
related  a confusing  story  about  being 


(continued  on  top  of  page) 


Calgary  police  member 
complimented 

(continued  from  bottom  of  page) 


threatened  by  her  ex-partner  and 
receiving  no  assistance  from  police. 
Merrill  states:  “Thank  goodness  for 
Cst.  Ed  Henderson.  He  was  just 
amazing  with  this  client,  an 
absolute  model  of  patience  and 
kindness.  He  uttered  not  a single 
word  of  complaint  and  did 
everything  humanly  possible  to 
rectify  past  errors  and  ensure  the 
safety  of  this  woman.”  Ed’s 
commendation  was  reported  in  the 
September  29,  1997  issue  of  the 
Calgary  Sun’s  Law  and  Order 
section.  Hat’s  off  to  Cst. 
Henderson!  (Cst.  Henderson  of  the 
Calgary  Police  Service  attended  the 
1995  and  1996  Criminal  Justice 
Family  Violence  Training  Course  at 
Alberta  Justice’s  Staff  College).# 


On  the  Record 


On  the  Record  is  published  by  Alberta 
Justice  twice  a year  (winter  and  spring)  to 
help  people  working  in  the  justice  system 
share  ideas  about  preventing  family  vio- 
lence. For  copies  of  this  newsletter  contact: 

Gloria  Ohrt,  Manager 
Prevention  Programs 
Public  Security  Division 
Alberta  Justice 
10th  Floor,  1036597  Street 
Edmonton  AB  T5J  3W7 
Telephone:  (403)  427-3457 

Fax:  (403)  427-5916 

E-mail:  ohrtg@justgov.ab.ca 

On  the  Record  welcomes  submissions 
from  the  police,  courts  and  correctional 
services  throughout  Alberta.  Please  send 
articles  for  the  next  edition  by 
May  1,  1998,  to  the  address  above. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  this 
publication  are  not  necessarily  the  views  or 
policies  of  Alberta  Justice.  The  editor  re- 
serves the  right  to  use,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
any  article  submitted.  Authors’  names  will 
be  published  unless  otherwise  requested. 

Articles  contained  in  this  publication  may  be 
reproduced  with  permission  from  the  editor. 
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On  the  Record 


Minister  opens  seventh  annual 
course 


on  Havelock,  Alberta  Minister 
/ of  Justice  and  Attorney 
/ General,  opened  the  seventh 
'''annual  Criminal  Justice  Domestic 
Violence  Course  October  15,  1997, 
saying  that  a change  in  prevailing 
societal  attitudes  is  paramount  to 
reducing  family  violence.  “The 
focus  must  be  on  education  and  the 
message  that  this  crime  will  not  be 
tolerated  must  be  clearly  under- 
stood by  all.”  Havelock  said  that 
those  on  the  front-line  — the 
police,  prosecutors,  correctional 
staff,  victim  service  workers  and 
shelter  staff  are  the  ones  taking 
action  to  stop  the  cycle  of  violence. 


The  course  provided  participants  a 
unique  opportunity  to  learn  and 
benefit  from  each  other’s  experience. 
In  reviewing  the  evaluations  from 
participants,  course  organizers  advise 
that  this  year’s  session  was  the  most 
successful  to  date.  Feedback  from 
participants  indicated  the  three  day 
course  was  well  balanced  and  in- 
formative. Fifty  participants  attended 
this  year’s  course.  Well  over  300 
have  taken  the  course  since  1991. 


The  course  is  designed  to  give 
criminal  justice  system  staff  the 
chance  to  share  successful  “best 


practices”  as  well  as  gain  an 
understanding  of  the  complex 
issues  which  surround  the  crime  of 
domestic  violence.  The  mandate 
for  those  at  this  course  is  to  provide 
training  at  the  community  level  or 
act  as  designated  family  violence 
representatives  within  the  criminal 
justice  system.  Each  participant  at 
the  course  received  a comprehen- 
sive Participants  ’ Kit  containing 
suggestions  on  how  a community 
can  initiate  or  improve  collabora- 
tion, a task  which  can  often  appear 
daunting. 

For  more  information  on  the  course 
or  next  year’s  program  contact 
members  of  the  Alberta  Justice 
Training  Committee: 

Gloria  Ohrt, 

Public  Security  Division,  Policing, 
Telephone:  (403)  427-3457 

Peter  Teasdale, 

Criminal  Justice  Division, 
Prosecution, 

Telephone:  (403)  427-5050 
Cathy  Scott, 

Correctional  Services  Division, 
Corrections, 

Telephone:  (403)  992-2425.^ 


Funds  raised  to 
help  combat 
family  violence 

he  seventh  annual  fund-raising 
( /breakfast  to  combat  violence 
^ against  women  and  children 
was  held  Friday,  December  5,  1997, 
at  the  Shaw  Convention  Centre.  More 
than  800  supporters  attended,  mak- 
ing this  the  largest  breakfast  to  date. 
Over  $32,000  was  raised  this  year. 
These  funds  will  go  directly  to  the 
Protection  and  Restraining  Order 
Program  (PROP).  The  program  as- 
sists people  living  in  Edmonton  and 
surrounding  areas  who  need  imme- 
diate protection  from  a very  real  and 
continuous  threat  of  harm  to  them 
or  their  family.  The  vast  majority  of 
individuals  in  these  situations  can- 
not afford  the  services  of  a lawyer. 

Also  known  as  the  “Lawyers’  Break- 
fast,” this  event  is  not  just  for  lawyers. 
The  Edmonton  breakfast  committee 
which  organizes  the  annual  event 
was  established  in  1991  by  lawyers 
from  the  firm  of  Field  & Field  Perraton. 
The  following  year,  lawyers  from 
McCuaig  Desrochers  and  Emery 
Jamieson  joined,  along  with  some 
of  the  major  accounting  firms  in  the 
city.  Since  1993,  almost  every  ma- 
jor law  firm  in  Edmonton  has  been 
involved,  along  with  representatives 
from  many  different  areas  involving 
municipal,  provincial  and  federal 
governments,  police  and  other  pri- 
vate individuals.  The  business  com- 
munity has  also  made  increasingly 
important  contributions  to  the  cause. 

The  breakfast  committee  stages  this 
annual  fund-raising  breakfast  on  or 
near  the  December  6th  anniversary 
of  the  Montreal  Massacre,  which  oc- 
curred in  1989  when  14  female  en- 
gineering students  at  the  University 
of  Montreal’s  Ecole  Polytechnique 
were  murdered. 

This  year’s  guest  speaker,  Margot 
Franssen,  President,  Body  Shop 
Canada,  expressed  her  belief  that 
business  has  a responsibility  to  deal 
with  social  issues  and  human  rights. 
The  Body  Shop  has  supported  cam- 
paigns to  stop  family  violence  by 
partnering  with  community  organi- 
zations. According  to  Franssen, 

90%  of  Body  Shop  clients  are 
women  and  she  feels  a duty  to  con- 
tribute to  this  community  from 
which  she  makes  a living.  & 
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On  the  Record 


FIRST  - addressing  family  violence  in  rural  setting 


Submitted  by  Cst.  Rachel  Rohatyn 
Killam  RCMP  Detachment 

unique  project  is  underway 
in  the  County  of  Flagstaff,  in 
east  central  Alberta,  which 
tackles  family  violence  in  a rural 
setting.  Although  police  statistics 
did  not  indicate  that  violence  was  a 
major  problem  in  the  Flagstaff 
region,  information  from  profes- 
sionals such  as  clergy,  teachers, 
medical  professionals  and  counsel- 
lors suggested  otherwise. 

Victims  in  rural  settings  are  often 
unlikely  to  report  violent  situations 
to  the  police  because  support  serv- 
ices are  either  not  available  or  are 
too  far  away.  Distance  and  isola- 
tion are  a major  barrier  to  effective 
support  for  victims  of  violence  in 
rural  areas.  To  be  successful,  alter- 
native methods  of  intervention  and 
prevention  are  required. 

Flagstaff’s  Initiative  to  Relationship 
and  Spousal  Trauma  (FIRST)  was 
developed  in  August  1996  with  the 
support  of  Flagstaff  Family  and 
Community  Services,  the  RCMP 
and  the  Edmonton  Police  Service. 

A team  consisting  of  RCMP 
Constable  Rachel  Rohatyn  and 
social  worker  Gayle  Conway  from 
Flagstaff  Family  and  Community 
Services  worked  with  a board  of 
community  members  to  lessen  the 
trauma  resulting  from  violent  and 
abusive  situations. 

The  result  was  a program  based  on 
the  Edmonton  Police  Services’  Spousal 
Violence  Follow-up  Team  and  the 
CARRT  (Child  At  Risk  Response 
Team)  program  with  modifications 
for  the  distinct  characteristics  of  ru- 
ral communities.  FIRST  provides 
intervention,  liaison  with  law  en- 
forcement officials  and  related 
agencies  and  education  for  victims. 

By  May  1997,  the  FIRST  team  be- 
gan to  contact  clients.  Initially,  the 
team  anticipated  that  it  would  be 
handling  four  or  five  cases  at  a 
time,  however,  it  is  now  dealing 


with  22  cases.  Each  member  of 
the  team  works  seven  hours  per 
week  on  the  project  as  well  as  con- 
tributing numerous  volunteer  hours. 

Operating  funds  for  the  project  are 
provided  by  Flagstaff  Family  and 
Community  Services  and  the  RCMP 
through  gifts  in  kind.  Volunteer  ef- 
forts raise  funds  for  the  educational 
component  of  the  project,  such  as 
seminars  and  pamphlets.  In  the  fu- 
ture, the  project  hopes  to  distribute 
comic  books  and  FIRST  team  base- 
ball cards  (with  pictures  of  the  team 
on  the  front  and  information  about 
abuse  and  violence  on  the  back)  to 
school  children  in  the  communities 
that  it  serves.  Presently,  funds  are 
being  solicited  from  foundations  to 
provide  financial  support  for  the  in- 
creased workload  of  the  project,  to 
develop  an  evaluation  model  for 
the  project,  and  to  hire  additional 
counselling  staff. 

What  are  the  objectives  of  the 
FIRST  project? 

• To  lessen  the  effects  of  family 
trauma 

• To  increase  client  satisfaction  with 
the  support  services  that  are 
available 

• To  increase  victims’  confidence  in 
reporting  incidents  to  police 

• To  prepare  victims  to  testily  in  court 

• To  encourage  more  clients  to  use 
the  support  services  available  to 
them 

• To  educate  the  community  to  take 
ownership  of  the  issue  of  abuse 
and  violence,  i.e.  recognize  and 
acknowledge  the  signs  of  abuse 
and  refer  the  victim  to  the  FIRST 
team  for  assistance 

• To  decrease  costs  to  the  health 
and  judicial  systems  by  preventing 
family  violence  in  the  long  term 

How  does  FIRST  accommodate 
the  rural  setting? 

• A mobile  and  flexible  service  is 
required  in  a rural  setting.  The 
FIRST  team  is  on  call  24  hours  a 
day  and  members  carry  cellular 
phones.  An  answering  service 
takes  calls  when  the  team  cannot 
answer  right  away. 


• The  project  has  a toll-free  number. 
Calls  to  FIRST  from  outside  the 
local  area  do  not  appear  on  the 
client’s  phone  bill. 

• The  FIRST  team  travels  to  clients 
when  necessary  as  a vehicle  may 
not  be  available  to  the  victim  and 
there  is  no  public  transportation  in 
rural  settings. 

• The  project  uses  the  expertise  of 
professionals  with  rural  value 
systems.  For  example,  confidenti- 
ality is  recognized  as  a major  issue 
in  rural  areas  where  populations 
are  small. 

How  does  FIRST  work  with 

victims  of  violence  and  abuse? 

• A victim  can  be  referred  to  FIRST 
by  the  RCMR  counsellors,  other 
professionals  and  members  of  the 
public.  Obviously,  victims  them- 
selves can  ask  for  assistance.  The 
team  contacts  the  victim  by  phone, 
advising  them  of  available  support. 

• The  team  helps  the  victim  plan  for 
immediate  safety  and  daily  needs. 

• The  team  provides  support  during 
the  judicial  process,  acting  as  a li- 
aison with  court  personnel,  proba- 
tion officers,  and  law  enforcement 
officials  on  behalf  of  the  victim. 

• The  team  directs  clients  to  the 
appropriate  support  agencies  and 
services  for  counselling  and 
assistance. 

How  does  FIRST  work  with  the 

community? 

• Information  seminars  with  health 
care  professionals,  teachers, 
parents  and  school  officials 
provide  information  about  abuse, 
violence  and  FIRST 

• Pamphlets  and  educational 
materials  are  made  available  at 
community  events. 

• Clients  help  educate  the  commu- 
nity by  participating  in  seminars 
and  relating  their  experiences. 

• Professionals  and  the  public  work 
with  the  FIRST  team  to  assess  and 
develop  new  support  systems. 

• A volunteer  component  of  FIRST 
focuses  on  fund-raising  strategies 
for  community  education. 

(continued  on  page  6) 
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On  the  Record 


Juristat  Summary, 

Abuse  of  Children  and  Youth  in  the  Family,  1996 


Prepared  by:  Norbert  Glatz, 
Corporate  Support  Services, 

Alberta  Justice 

and  Robin  Fitzgerald,  Canadian 
Centre  for  Justice  Statistics 

. — y he  abuse  of  children  and  youth 
( / in  the  family  is  an  issue  of 

v_/  growing  concern  for  Canadi- 
ans. The  abuse  of  children  often 
results  in  physical,  emotional  and 
developmental  problems  which 
affect  victims  throughout  their  lives. 

An  unknown  number  of  abuse  crimes 
are  never  reported  to  the  police. 
Factors  such  as  definitional  prob- 
lems, dependency  of  the  victim  on 
the  perpetrator,  lack  of  knowledge 
about  help,  victim’s  fear  of  reper- 
cussions, secrecy  surrounding  crimes 
against  children  and  numerable 
other  factors  result  in  these  offences 
not  being  reported.  Police  statistics 
do  not  encompass  the  range  of  of- 
fences against  children  and  youth. 

Data  on  child  abuse,  at  the  present 
time,  is  derived  from  a variety  of 
sources  including  general  popula- 
tion surveys,  provincial  and  territo- 
rial child  welfare  caseload  data, 
clinical  sample  studies  and  police 
statistics.  The  differences  in  meth- 
odologies for  collection  of  data  do 
not  allow  for  interprovincial  com- 
parisons of  child  welfare  caseload 
data.  The  police  reported  data 
used  in  this  Juristat  refers  specifi- 
cally to  the  most  serious  offences 
and  accounts  for  only  a portion  of 
all  abuse  that  occurs  against  chil- 
dren and  youth  in  the  family. 

Note:  Where  Alberta  comparisons 
are  possible,  the  information  has 
been  provided  in  bold.  Because 
some  of  the  data  is  from  the 
Revised  Uniform  Crime  Reporting 
Survey,  the  Alberta  data  for  the  first 
four  bullets  only  represents  Cal- 
gary, Edmonton  and  Coaldale. 

• In  1996,  children  under  18  were 
the  victims  of  22%  of  assaults 
reported  to  police  agencies.  They 


represented  a much  larger  propor- 
tion of  all  sexual  assault  victims  (60%) 
than  physical  assault  victims  (18%). 


In  Alberta,  children  were  victims 
of  20%  of  assaults  reported  to 
police.  Sexual  assault  victims 
and  physical  assault  victims 
represented  66%  and  19% 
respectively  of  all  assault  victims. 


• While  the  majority  of  assaults 
against  children  were  committed 
by  non-family  members,  family 
members  were  accused  in  24%  of 
all  assaults  against  children.  This 
includes  32%  of  all  sexual  assaults 
and  20%  of  physical  assaults. 


in  Alberta,  the  majority  of  as- 
saults against  children  were 
committed  by  non-family  mem- 
bers, whereas  family  members 
were  accused  in  21  % of  as- 
saults. Included  are  sexual 
assaults  at  29%  and  1 8%  of 
physical  assaults. 

• Family  members  were  responsible 
for  the  majority  of  assaults  against 
very  young  children.  Almost  70% 
of  victims  under  the  age  of  three 
were  physically  assaulted  by 
family  members,  and  parents 
accounted  for  85%  of  these. 


in  Alberta,  family  members  were 
responsible  for  almost  half  (49%) 
of  the  assaults  against  victims 
under  3 years  of  age.  Of  this  age 
group,  50%  of  victims  were 
physically  assaulted  by  family 
members  with  38%  of  these  by 
parents. 


• Girls  were  the  victims  of  assaults 
by  family  members  more  often 
than  were  boys.  Victims  were 
female  in  56%  of  physical  assaults, 
and  almost  80%  of  sexual  assaults. 


In  Alberta,  girls  were  the  victims 
of  assaults  by  family  members 
more  often  than  were  boys.  In 
comparison  to  the  national  data, 
victims  were  female  in  53%  of 
physical  assaults,  and  81%  of 
sexual  assaults. 


• Fathers  made  up  a large  majority 
(80%)  of  parents  accused  of 
assaulting  their  children,  account- 
ing for  98%  of  parents  accused  of 
sexual  assault  and  73%  of  parents 
accused  of  physical  assault. 

• Between  1974  and  1996,  there 
were  1,994  victims  of  homicide 
under  18  years  of  age,  accounting 
for  13%  of  all  homicide  victims  in 
Canada  during  this  period. 
Despite  yearly  fluctuations,  the 
homicide  rate  for  children  has 
remained  relatively  constant.  In 
1996  the  child  homicide  rate  was 
half  the  rate  for  adults. 


In  Alberta,  there  were  205 
victims  of  homicide  under  18 
years  of  age  which  represents 
13%  of  all  homicide  victims 
during  the  period  between  1974 
and  1 996.  The  homicide  rate 
has  remained  relatively  constant, 
except  for  the  years  of  1 979, 
1983  and  1991  where  the 
homicide  rate  for  children  under 
1 8 years  of  age  almost  doubled. 


In  Alberta,  in  1996  the  child 
homicide  rate  was  .8%  per 
100,000  child  population.  The 
rate  for  adults  was  2.5%  per 
100,000  adult  population.  The 
child  homicide  rate  equates  to 
one  third  of  the  adult  rate. 


• A history  of  child  abuse  was 
considered  a factor  in  26%  of  all 
child  homicides  committed  by  a 
family  member.  & 


Editor’s  note:  copies  of  the  complete  study  are  available  from 
Fred  Mulligan,  Canadian  Centre  for  Justice  Statistics, 

Telephone:  (613)  951-0649. 
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Links 

Print  links 

(—7  he  National  Crime  Prevention 
J Council  (NCPC)  evaluation 
checklist  through  the  NCPC 
homepage  at:  http://www.cnme- 
prevention.org/ncpc. 

Copies  are  also  available  from: 

NCPC  Secretariat 
130  Albert  Street 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0H8 
0 

• Step  by  Step,  Evaluating  Your 
Community  Crime  Prevention 
Efforts,  manual 

• Building  A Safer  Canada:  A 
Community-based  Crime  Preven- 
tion Manual 

order  both  from: 

Research,  Statistics  and  Evaluation 
Directorate,  Department  of  Justice 
9th  floor,  222  Queen  Street 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0H8 
or  call:  (613)941-4191 
& 

• Stalking  Is  A Crime  Called  Crimi- 
nal Harassment,  booklet 

available  in  English  and  French  from: 
Communications  and  Executive 
Services  Branch 
Department  of  Justice  Canada 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0H8 
0 

Victims  of  Crime  Act  materials 

• Information  for  Victims  of  Crime, 
brochure 

• Information  for  Victims  of  Sexual 
Assault,  booklet 

• Financial  Benefits  Program, 
brochure 

copies  are  available  from: 

Alberta  Justice 
Communications  Branch, 

3rd  floor,  9833  - 109  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  2E8 
or  by  faxing  (403)  422-7363 


Video  links 

ome  new  videos  are  available 
on  loan  from  the  Alberta 
Justice  Film  Library.  They  are 


available  to  police  services  and 
Alberta  Justice  employees  by  calling 
(403)  427-3457  and  asking  for  Doreen 
Sargent,  Public  Security  Division, 
Video  Library: 

• Aim  for  Safety  - Safe  and  Effec- 
tive Intervention  in  Domestic 
Violence  Situations  Involving 
Firearms  (1997),  Canadian 
Firearms  Centre 

Running  time:  12:40  minutes  - 
A copy  of  this  video  and 
supporting  materials  was 
forwarded  to  police  services 
throughout  Alberta  by  the 
federal  government.  It  was 
designed  as  a guide  for  police 
members  on  domestic  violence 
intervention. 

• Risk  Management  in  Family 
Violence  Symposium,  September 
18,  1997,  Edmonton,  Alberta 

• In  October  1995,  the  Alberta 
Advisory  Council  on  Women’s 
Issues  released  the  paper  Desper- 
ately Seeking  Certainty:  Assessing 
and  Reducing  the  Risk  of  Harm 
for  Women  Who  Are  Abused. 

This  video  captures  portions  of 
the  Symposium  held  September 
18,  1997,  which  was  held  as  a 
follow-up  on  many  of  the  risk 
management  and  safety  planning 
issues  discussed  in  that  paper. 


Available  for  purchase 

age:  Men  Caught  in  the  Cycle 
of  Violence 

An  award-winning,  four-part 
documentary  series  which  explores 
violent  behaviour. 

Conceived,  directed  and  shot  by  a 
group  of  five  Federal  Category-One 
Violent  Offenders. 

Part  one  explores  childhood  issues 
and  family  violence,  Part  two  examines 
adolescent  issues  and  community 
violence,  Part  three  looks  at  young 
adulthood  and  the  escalation  of 
violence.  Part  four  details  prison 
and  the  cycle  of  violence. 
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To  purchase  the  Rage  videos  or  to 
enquire  about  the  “In  Search  of 
Your  Warrior”  workshop  contact: 
Native  Counselling  Services  of 
Alberta,  #800  Highfield  Place 
10010  - 106  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5J  3L8 
Telephone:  (403)  423-2141 
Fax:  (403)424-1173 


Website  links 

City  Of  Calgary  Family  Violence: 

http://ww.gov.calgary.ab.ca/ 
8 1/8  lnsfvio.htm 

Edmonton  Police  - Spousal 
Violence  Follow-Up  Teams: 

http://ww.gov.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
police/interage. html 

Edmonton  Police  - Child  At  Risk 
Response  Teams: 

http://ww.gov.edmonton.ab.ca/ 

police/carrt.html 

National  Clearinghouse  on  Family 
Violence: 

http  ://www.  h wc . c a/datah  psb/ 
ncfv/ncfv.htm 

RCMP  Family  Violence  Website: 

http  ://www.  rcmp-grc . gc . ca/html/ 
fam-vi-e.htm 


FIRST  - address  family 
violence  m rural  setting 

(continued  from  page  4) 


• The  project  is  monitored  to  ensure 
that  the  needs  of  clients  and  the 
community  are  being  served. 
Surveys  are  completed  by  clients 
and  individuals  attending  infor- 
mation meetings  and  seminars. 

FIRST  strives  to  combine  the  RCMP 
philosophy  of  enforcement  and 
compliance  with  the  law  and  the 
social  work  philosophy  of  healing 
and  restoration.  It  provides  another 
tool  to  help  alleviate  the  effects  of 
abuse  and  violence  on  families  and 
offers  a relevant  model  for  other 
rural  communities  to  follow. 


On  the  Record 


Prairie  action  research  centre  on 
family  violence  and  violence  against 
women 


Prepared  by: 

Jane  Holliday,  Director,  Office  for  the  Prevention  of  Family  Violence 


Criminal  justice 
information 
system  and 
spousal  abuse 
information 


ane  Ursel  (known  for  her  work  on  the  Winnipeg  Family  Violence  Court) 
/ and  Sharon  Perrault  held  a meeting  on  October  2,  1997,  in  Edmonton 
/ to  give  an  overview  of  the  proposed  new  Prairie  Action  Research 
^Centre  (PARC).  Meeting  objectives  were  to: 


• hear  more  about  what  the  Centre  has  on  service  provision 

• provide  an  outline  of  what  research  agencies  have  done  in  the  past  or  are 
participating  in  at  present 

• suggest  what  research  they  would  like  to  see  occurring  in  the  future 

• find  out  about  disseminating  information 


7r  he  Criminal  Justice  Information 
System  (CJIS)  is  a mission- 
critical  system  developed  in 
1983/84  as  a result  of  the  Criminal 
Justice  Division’s  Business  Plan.  All 
12  regional  Crown  prosecutor 
offices  and  municipal  police  agen- 
cies in  Alberta  were  on  line,  as  well 
as  the  Red  Deer  and  Sherwood 
Park  RCMP  detachments. 


Research  is  an  essential  tool  for  designing  and  improving  programs  and 
services  which  address  the  causes  of  violence,  as  well  as  its  symptoms.  In 
1992,  the  federal  government  established  a network  of  five  centres  across 
Canada  to  conduct  research  into  the  causes,  prevention  and  management 
of  family  violence.  Housed  at  the  University  of  Manitoba,  the  Manitoba 
Research  Centre  on  Family  Violence  and  Violence  Against  Women  was 
created  as  a partnership  among  community,  government  and  universities 
with  a mandate  for  research,  communication  and  education. 

On  February  20  and  21,  1997,  Prairie  community  service  providers  gath- 
ered in  Calgary  with  representatives  of  Prairie  universities,  the  federal 
departments  of  Health  and  Justice,  and  the  governments  of  Alberta, 
Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to  bring 
together  the  stakeholders  to  determine  the  viability  of  extending  the  man- 
date of  the  Manitoba  Centre  to  form  a Western  Research  Centre  which 
would  serve  Alberta,  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan. 

The  philosophy  of  a Prairie  Research  Centre  On  Family  Violence  and 
Violence  Against  Women  would  be  to  focus  on  violence  against  women  in 
any  setting  and  on  all  violence  occurring  in  a family  setting.  This  would 
include  elder  abuse,  child  abuse  and  partner  abuse.  Abuse  of  the  disabled 
and  abuse  issues  in  multicultural  and  Aboriginal  communities  would  also 
receive  consideration. 


CJIS  functions  primarily  as  a day- 
to-day  operational  tool  for  the 
Crown  offices  (both  provincial  and 
federal).  Designed  to  track  cases, 
including  witness  management  and 
court  scheduling,  CJIS  also  pro- 
vides significant  support  for  police 
witness  scheduling,  as  well  as  inquiries 
on  accused  and  victims.  Since 
1991,  the  system  has  maintained 
data  on  a province-wide  basis. 

CJIS  currently  serves  over  3,000 
users  in  Alberta.  Primary  users  are 
Crown  staff,  court  and  judicial 
administrators,  correctional  staff 
(from  correctional  centres,  commu- 
nity corrections  and  probation 
offices),  municipal  police  agencies, 
the  federal  department  of  Justice, 
some  RCMP  detachments  and 
other  government  agencies. 


Jane  Holliday,  Chair  of  Alberta’s  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Family 
Violence  and  Director  of  the  Office  for  the  Prevention  of  Family  Violence,  is 
a member  of  the  Research  Centre  Development  Committee.  This  commit- 
tee was  asked  to  develop  an  action  plan  to  achieve  a regional  research 
capacity.  The  first  draft  of  the  report  was  completed  in  mid-June  1997, 
and  a final  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Prairie  Action  Research  Centre 
Foundation  for  approval  and  action.  That  Foundation  also  has  responsibil- 
ity for  fund-raising  to  support  this  project.  The  next  phase  of  development 
is  the  creation  of  a steering  committee  in  each  province  and  the  selection  of 
a representative  to  the  PARC  Board  of  Directors.  PARC  is  expected  to  be 
in  full  operation  in  1998.$ 


The  system  is  also  used  to  generate 
statistical  data.  In  July  1994,  the 
Spousal  Abuse  Statistics  Project  was 
implemented  to  record  occurrences 
of  spousal  abuse  as  charges  are  entered 
on  the  system.  Initially,  spousal  abuse 
indicators  were  only  available  for 
Edmonton  and  Calgary,  however, 
by  November  1,  1994,  the  entire 
province  was  integrated  into  the  system. 

For  criminal  justice  system  staff  who 
wish  more  information  on  the  system 
and  how  it  can  be  used  to  assist 
them  in  their  work,  contact  Lori 
Bates,  CJIS  Coordinator,  Criminal 
Justice  Division  at  (403)  421-5200.$ 
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National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliothdque  nationale  du  Canada 


VIOLET 


3 3286  51424  7374 


Prepared  by:  San  San  Sy 


^ ■>  IOLPT (Violence,  Women,  Law  and  the  Net)  is  a joint  project  of  the 
/ J Alberta  Council  of  Women’s  Shelter  and  the  Legal  Studies  Program, 
C/  University  of  Alberta,  funded  by  the  Status  of  Women  Canada. 
VIOLET  began  developing  a website  in  December  1997.  Testing  at  an 
Alberta  women’s  shelter  will  begin  in  February  1998. 

The  project  will  explore  the  usefulness  of  Internet  technology  for  reaching 
abused  women  by  developing  an  Internet-based  service  for  them.  This 
service  will  include  a website  which  provides  on-line  general  legal  informa- 
tion and  education  relevant  to  victims’  needs.  The  website  will  also  develop 
on-line  communities  of  people  who  are  involved  in  family  violence  issues. 

The  purpose  of  VIOLET  is  to  provide  continuing  legal  information  and 
support  to  women  who  are  abused,  specifically  those  who  are  isolated 
psychologically  or  geographically.  Many  studies  conducted  in  Alberta 
found  that  women  felt  they  had  little  information  about  their  legal  rights 
and  legal  processes.  Moreover,  if  they  did  have  access  to  a lawyer,  they 
often  felt  overwhelmed  with  the  amount  of  information  given  at  one  time. 

The  website  will  provide  pertinent  legal  information  for  abused  women  in 
plain  language.  They  will  have  the  opportunity  to  access  this  information 
as  often  as  they  wish  and  as  particular  situations  arise.  Grassroots  workers 
in  the  area  of  family  violence  can  also  access  this  information  to  assist 
them  in  supporting  their  clients. 

The  website  will  also  be  interactive  so  women  will  be  able  to  request 
information  from  lawyers  that  is  specific  to  their  particular  situation. 
Lawyers,  working  free  of  charge,  and  other  volunteers  will  respond  to 
inquiries  in  a timely  manner.  This  project  will  also  work  toward  providing 
a venue  for  isolated  women  to  contact  other  women  who  have  experi- 
enced family  violence  and  workers  who  provide  family  violence  services. 

There  are  four  phases  of  VIOLET  that  have  been  identified.  During  the 
first  phase  a pilot  website  will  be  developed  and  the  proposed  internet 
service  will  be  tested  at  one  or  more  women’s  shelters.  Phase  two  will 
include  expanding  the  content  of  the  site  so  it  addresses  the  needs  of 
grassroots  workers.  Phase  three  involves  ongoing  development  of  the  site 
including  the  development  of  a more  interactive  information  service. 

Phase  four  will  include  a review  of  the  service  and  a reassessment  of  its 
structural  and  resource  needs. 

We  received  funding  from  the  Status  of  Women  Canada  for  the  first  phase 
of  VIOLET.  Funding  for  subsequent  phases  is  being  sought.  The  commu- 
nity will  receive  ongoing  updates  on  the  progress  of  the  project. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Pat  Vargas,  (403)  469-8023, 

E-mail:  pvargas@planet.eon.net; 

San  San  Sy,  (403)  492-1720,  E-mail:  sansan.sy@ualberta.ca;  or 
Arlene  Chapman,  (403)  456-7000  & 


Stop  the 
Violence, 
Winnipeg 
Conference 
Report 


Prepared  by: 

Dave  Shirley  Probation  Officer, 
Lethbridge  Community  Corrections 

attended  Stop  the  Violence: 

(_  / A Family  Violence  Court 
vJ/  Training  Conference  for 
Professionals  in  the  Justice  System 
on  September  25  and  26,  1997,  in 
Winnipeg.  Representatives  from  all 
over  Canada  attended  the  confer- 
ence. Most  of  the  participants  were 
from  the  Manitoba  Criminal  Justice 
System  including  judges,  Crown 
prosecutors,  defence  lawyers, 
probation  officers  and  police. 

The  Manitoba  Department  of 
Justice  is  committed  to  finding 
ways  to  increase  understanding  of 
family  violence  issues.  The  confer- 
ence was  structured  to  focus  training 
in  selected  and  specific  areas  related 
to  the  Manitoba  Family  Violence 
Court  Model.  The  workshops  at 
the  conference  dealt  with  interven- 
tion, counselling,  child  and  elder 
abuse,  victims’  issues,  and  offender 
programs  and  management. 

Attending  this  conference  was  very 
thought-provoking.  The  Manitoba 
Family  Violence  Court  Model, 
although  it  still  has  some  glitches,  is 
a very  viable  model  for  dealing  with 
the  problem  of  family  violence. 

The  Manitoba  government  sees 
family  violence  as  an  important 
issue.  The  province  appears  to 
have  put  a great  deal  of  effort  into 
making  sure  Corrections  develops  a 
unified  approach  to  deal  with 
family  violence  which  devastates 
families  in  Manitoba  and  across 
Canada  each  year 


JTX  Please  recycle 
xziCz  this  newsletter 
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Aberta 


JUSTICE 
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